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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please substitute the following claims for the same numbered claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computing system comprising at least one processor, associated 
memory, storage and input/output devices, said computing system being connected to a network 
of computing systems and being used to generate promotional scheme parameters for electronic 

coupons, said computer mVT m ™ mnrisine « eWng: 

[[-]] means for automatically obtaining market demand data from defined sources of 

online auctions, 

[[-]] means for conducting online actions using defined parameters for specified goods 
and/or services for getting market information, wherein said parameters comprise non- 
T , H ntit*tive attriKnt^ t-nmnrisin " ™,l.ur»I attributes of bidders of said online auctions, 

[[-]] means for storing and analyzing the data obtained from said online auctions or said 
conducted auctions to estimate demand and calculate promotion scheme parameters for issue of 
redeemable electronic coupons^-ll^and 

m Mnt for oancratinr «»M redeemable electronic coupons. 

2. (Currently Amended) A h ^ H.. . ^ claime d in The system of claim 1, wherein the means 
for obtaining demand data from online auction includes ability to access different types of 
auctions ***** including sealed-bid auctions, open-cry auctions, Dutch auctions and reverse 
auctions. 
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3 . (Currently Amended) A system as ulaimcd in The system of claim 2, wherein said means 
for obtaining the demand data form onlineauctions is through software means to Start capturing 
the demand data from the time the auction starts to the lime it ends. 

4 (Currently Amended) A syst e m as.olnimcd in The system of claim 1 4 wherein the demand 
data comprises of the names of products or services being auctioned, the bids from a plurality of 
bidders participating in an auction, the reserve prices of the auction, the duration of the auction, 
the total number of bid:; received for each product or service, market segment of the bidders. 

5. (Currently Amended) A ^tom m claimed in The system of claim 1, wherein the demand 
data further includes the information specific to particular auction types such as including Ihc 
opening price and the successive decrements in- case of descending ("Dutch") auctions. 

6. (Cum:ntly Amended) A ayolem as claim e d in The system of claim 1 A wherein said means 
for storing and analyzing the demand data is a statistical means that generates the promotion 
scheme parameters for different market segments. 

7. (Currently Amended) A system as claim e d in The s ystem of claim 6 a wherein said 

statistical means includes: 

f [-]] means for estimating the market demand curve and the price elasticity for an auction 
item r product or service for a plurality of demand data sources, and 

[[-]] means for determining if an item or product or service is amenable to price 

09/686,641 4 



PAGE 4/26 *RCVD AT 6/28)2004 3:01:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRM/4 1 DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:301 261 8825 • DURATION (mm-ss):06-32 



SENT BY: MCGINN& GIBB; 301 261 8825 ; JUN -28-04 14: 1 1 ; PAGE 5 



discrimination based on said estimated demand curve and price elasticity. 

8. (Currently Amended) A system aa olaimod in The system of claim 6, wherein said 
promotion scheme parameters include the collection of items or products or services to be 
discounted, the amount of discount, the nature of discount, market segment for the promotion 
scheme, duration of promotion scheme and identification of methods of offering the scheme. 

9. (Currently Ame nded) A ayutom ao olaimed in The system of claim 7, wherein said means 
for estimating the market demand curve is by considering the fractional demand at a particular 
price, the fraction of population that is willing to pay the price, computing the product of the 
fractional demand and the demand at zero price i.e. the size of the market wiling to buy the 
product at zero price. 

10. (Currently Amended) A oyotcm as olaimod in The system of claim 8 A further comprising 
the means for suggesting the discounting of a substitute of the product or item or service being 
auctioned. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A s yst e m an claim ed 4 ft The system of claim 1 0 4 wherein said item 
being auctioned is a competitor's item and the substituted product is promoter's own. 

12. (Currently Amended) A system as olaimed in The system of claim 2, wherein the means 
for obtaining the demand data includes the ability to cover multiple market segments and suggest 
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a promotion scheme targeted at different market segments. 

13. (Currently Amended) A ig dw m ac o l aimed in The system of claim 8, further including 
means for suggesting discounting of a cross selling or an up selling product to the product being 
auctioned. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A aystom ao olmmixi in The system of claim 9» wherein said means 
for estimating the demand curve uses the winning bid and the highest bids of all the bidders for 
the case or open-cry or ascending auctions while for the descending auctions namely, Dutch 
auctions only the winning bid is used. 

15. (Currently Amended) * "y r,ivm nn ninim ** ™ ^ svstem of claim 9 * wherein ^ rneans 
for estimating the market demand curve for an individual item uses demand data where multiple 

units of items are auctioned. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A nyotom as cluim e d in The svstem of claim 7, wherein said means 
for estimating market demand curve uses the quantity demanded by an individual buyer at 
various price levels. 

17. (Currently Amended) A i, y stom ao oloimo H in The svstem of claim % wherein said means 
for estimating the marVet demand curve information from the online auctions is used to 
determine the decrement size in a descending or Dutch auction. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A , j Mm b t rlni mo ri in fl c mm "f cldrn I. further including 
means for the user to configure the sources of online demand data as well as the parameters for 
conducting online auctions on a plurality of products on specified URLs. 

19. (Currently Amended) A-sys ** * * as cloimod in The system of claim 6, wherein said means 
for storing and analyzing the demand data also receives the data from Ae an electronic coupon 
issuing system as a feedback in order to dynamically learn, adapt and improve the promotional 
^umUu Mti m ntinn y to m g fnrmtinn or said promotion scheme parameters . 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for generating promotional scheme parameters using 
electronic coupons, characterized in that it includes: 

automatically obtaining market demand data form defined sources of online 

auctions, 

[[-]] conducting online auctions using defined parameters for specified goods and/or 
services, ™™me^~ ™~ r — "^quantitative attributes comprising cultural 

attributes pfKiHHp.rs nf said online au ctions, 

[[-]] storing and analyzing the market demand data obtained from said online auctions or 
said conducted auctions to estimate demand and calculate promotion scheme parameters for issue 
of redeemable electronic couponsU.]],jnd. 

^n^tin p said red ™™*b> electronic coupons, 
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21 . (Cuirently Amended) A u iuh u d ao clniin H i n The meUiod of claim 20, wherein obtaining 
demand data form online auction includes ability to access different types of auctions such as 
sealcd-bid auctions, opsn-cry auctions, Dutch auctioas and reverse auctions. 

22. (Currently Amended) A imllKid aa claime d i n The method, of claim 21, wherein obtaining 
the demand data form online auctions is through software to start capturing the demand data from 
the time the auction starts to the time it ends. 

23. (Currently Amended) A mull 1 ■ tilmmnd in TV method ^ claim 20, wherein the 

demand data comprises of the names of products or services being auctioned, the bids form a 
plurality of bidders participating in an auction, the reserve prices of the auction, the duration of 
the auction, the total number of bids received for each product or service, market segment of the 
bidders. 

24. (Currently Amended) A m u Uiod ao olnime d in The method, of claim 20, wherein the 
demand data further includes the information specific to particular auction types such as the 
opening price and the successive decrement in case of descending ("Dutch") auctions. 

25. (Currently Amended) A ui ulh od aa claimed i n The method of claim 20, wherein storing 
and analyzing of the demand data is by a statistical method that generates the promotion scheme 
parameters for different market segments. 
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26. (Currently Amended) Arnuhod an cloinw rt -m The method of claim 25, wherein said 

statistical method includes: 

rH I estimating the market demand curve and the price elasticity far an auction item or 
product or service from a plurality of demand data sources, and 

[[-]] deterroining if an item or product or service is amendable to price discriniination 
based on said estimated demand curve and price elasticity. 

27. (Currently Amended) A m et hod as claimed in The method of claim 25, wherein said 
promotion scheme parameters include the collection of items or products or services to be 
discounted, the amount of discount, the nature of discount, market segment for the promotion 
scheme, duration of promotion scheme and identification of methods ufolfering the scheme. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method ao el»imod in The method of claim 26, wherein 
estimating of the market demand curve is by considering the fractional demand at a particular 
price, the fraction of population that is willing to pay the price, computing the product of the 
fractional demand and the demand at zero price i.e. the size of the market willing to buy the 
product at zero price. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method us claimed in t he method of claim 27, further 
comprising suggesting the discounting of a substitute of the product or item or service being 
auctioned. 
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30. (Currently Amended) A^ed^toe^n The method of claim 29, wherein said item 
being auctioned is a competitor's item and the substituted product is promoter's own. 

31. (Currently Amtmdcd) A uudi od as cHin ^ Jh^ned^ claim 21, wherein obtaining 
of the demand data includes the ability to cover multiple market segments and suggest a 
promotion scheme targeted at different market segments. 

32. (Currently Amended) A m e th o d an claime d in The method of claim 27, further 
comprising suggesting discounting of a cross selling or an up selling product to the product being 

auctioned. 

33. (Currently Amended) A m cQ i u d aa claimed in The method of claim 28, wherein 
estimating of the dermoid curve uses the winning bid and the highest bids of all the bidders for 
the case of open-cry or ascending auctions while for the descending auctions namely, Dutch 
auctions only the winning bid is used. 

34. (Currently Amended) A mothod as dttinw ri in The method of claim 28, wherein 
estimating of the market demand curve for an individual item uses demand data where multiple 
units of items arc auctioned. 

35. (Currently Amended) A nu iill md cl i ira ori in The method of claim 26, wherein 
estimating of market cemand curve uses the quantity demanded by an individual buyer at various 
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price levels. 

36. (Currently Amended) A-«ethed^ai«^4« The method of , claim 28, wherein 
estimating of the market demand curve information from the online auctions is used to 
determined the decrement size in a descending or Dutch auction. 

37. (Currently Amended) A n t u thod no claim nri in The method of claim 20, further including 
method for the user to configure the sources of online demand data as well as the parameter* for 
conducting online auctions on a plurality of products on specified URU. 

38. (Currently Amended) A m i llu i d aa claime d in The method of claim 25, wherein storing 
and analyzing the demand data also receives the data from the aa electronic coupon issuing 
system as a feedback in order to dynamically learn, adapt and improve lliu promotional parameter 
o oti mnti o n jjTt c rn ^mtinn nf said promotion scheme parameters . 

39. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising computer readable 
program code stored on computer readable storage medium embodied therein for causing a 
computer to generate promotional scheme parameters using electronic coupons comprising: 

[[-]] computer readable program code means configured for automatically obtaining 
market demand data from defined sources of online auctions, 

[[-] j computer readable program code means configured lor conducting online auctions 
using defined parameters for specified goods and/or services, wherein said parameters compris e 
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[L-]] computer readable program code means configured for storing and analyzing the 
data obtained from said online auctions or said conducted auctions to estimate demand and 
calculate promotion scheme parameters for issue of redeemable electronic coupons[[.]J^nd 

^mnuter reade r F T™"" ™ H " m ™™ ™ nfig "™ d for ^eraling said redeemable 
elec tronic coupons. 

40. (Currently Amended) A cu inputor progoiu un oduot as cln i mw l in The coinputcr program 
product of claim 3% wherein said computer readable program code means configured for 
obtaining demand data from online auction includes ability to access different types of auctions 
such as sealed-bid auctions, open-cry auctions, Dutch auctions and reverse auctions. 

4 1 . (Currently Amended) A c om puter program uiudu ct n - rhi m p rt i n The computer program 
productof claim 40. v/hercin said computer readable program code means configured for 
obtaining the demand data from online auctions is through software to start capturing the demand 
data form the time the auction starts to the time it ends. 

42. (Currently Amended) A cumpulu piu fl r am nmcfar t as claimed in The computer program 
product of claim 39, wherein the demand data comprises of the names of products or services 
being auctioned, the bids form a plurality of bidders participating in an auction, the reserve prices 
of the auction, the duration of the auction, the total number of bids received for each product or 
service, market segment of the bidders. 

09/686,641 12 



PAGE 12126 ' RCVD AT 6/2812004 3:01:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR-.USPT0-EFXRF-1W * DN1S:8729306 ' C8ID:301 261 8825 1 DURATION 0nm-ss):O6-32 



SENT BY: MCQINN& GIBB; 301 261 8825 ; JUN-28-04 14:12; PAGE 13 



43. (Currently Amende* A^e^-p « iy* n p r o d u ct v The computer progr am, 
product of claim 39. serein said computer readable program code mean, configured for storing 
and analyzing the dem.md data is a statistical computer readable program code means that 
generates the promotion scheme parameters for different market segments. 

44. (Currently Amended) A^ m l u W .im pr od uct r cl «m* ± The. computer program 
product of claim 39, wherein said computer readable program code means configured for storing 
and analyzing the demand data is a statistical computer readable program code means that 
generates the promotion scheme parameters for different market segments. 

45. (Currently Amended) A^o my ut cr progr a m^ Ju a u ch im nd in Thr computer program 
nroducto f claim 44, w herein said statistical computer readable program code means includes: 

[[-]] computer readable program code means configured for estimating the market 
demand curve and the price elasticity for an action item or product or service from a plurality of 

demand data sources, ;ind 

LH] computer readable program code means configured for determining i f an item or 
product or service is amenable to price discrimination based on said estimated demand curve and 
price elasticity. 

46. (Currently Amended) A oomputor profl t aiu p iort w t n i Mni mc l in TV computer program 
ptpductof claim 44, wherein said promotion scheme parameters include the collection of items 
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or product, or services to be discounted, the amount of discount, the nature of discount, market 
segment for the promouon scheme, duration of promotion scheme and identification of methods 

of offering ihe scheme. 

47. (Currently Amended) Aoemp i u pt o g ram pio to* ** ****** The computer program 
product of claim 45, wherein said computer readable program code means configured for 
estimating the market demand curve is by considering the fractional demand at a particular price, 
the fraction of population that is willing to pay the price, computing the product of the fractional 
demand and the demand at m price i.e. the size of the market willing to buy the product at zero 
price. 

48. (Currently Amended) A computer prog i am pi u Jucl ac rhi m rrl i n The computer program 
nroduct of claim 46, fisher comprising computer readable program code means configured for 
suggesting the discounting of a substitute of the product or item or service being auctioned. 

49. (Currently Amended) A oo mpu lo i pu.grnm pro d uct aa claimed in The computer program 
productof claim 48, wherein said item being auctioned is a competitor's item and the substituted 
product is promoter's own. 

50. (Currently Amended) A ^ o mputcr progimn p i oduot as claimed in The computer program 
product of claim 40, wherein the computer readable program code means configured for 
obtaining the demand data includes the ability to cover multiple market segments and suggest a 
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promotion scheme targeted at different market segments. 

5 1 (Currently Amended) A ^m to , p .u ^uutp .Oirmn t rr rh im.d- 4* Thr computer WW™ 
BBSteuf ctain 46, further including computer readable program code means configured for 
suggesting discounting of a cross selling or an up selling product to the product being auctioned. 

52. (Currently Amended) A uo mputcr pr o gum u.u dust ao o lp inu rl in The computer program 
eroducipi claim 47, wherein said computer readable program code means configured for 
estimating the demand curve uses the winning bid and the highest bids of all the bidders for the 
case of open-cry or ascending auctions while for the descending auctions namely, Dutch auctions 
only the winning bid is used, 

53. (Currently Amended) A computer prng i din product no cl ni me rl w The computer r* pgram 
product of claim 47, wherein said computer readable program code means configured for 
estimating the market demand curve for an individual item uses demand data where multiple 
units of items are auctioned. 

54. (Currently Amended) A computer program pi u J u ilI . r rhim ^ d i n The computer program 
product of claim 45, wherein said computer readable program code means configured for 
estimating market demand curve uses the quantity demanded by an individual buyer at various 
price levels. 
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55. (CurrentlyAmc^ 

poductof claim 47, waerein said computer readable program code means configured for 
estirnating the market demand curve information from the online auctions * used to determine 
the decrement size in a descending or Dutch auction. 

56. (Currently Amended) W *. . uio d nrt n- r-H nu* * TV computer program 
product of claim 39, further including computer readable program code means configured for the 
user to configure the sources of online demand data as well as the parameters for conducting 
online auctions on a plurality of products on specified URLs. 

57. (Currently Amended) ^^W ^ product a, cl ft Htt ed4n TM^S^Lm^Ml 
productof claim 44, wherein said computer readable program code means configured for storing 
and analyzing the demand data also receives the data from the an electronic coupon issuing 
system as a feedback in order to dynamically learn, adapt and improve Um. pmwuliuual P nrnm,Ter 
cdm , t ij-ntrm r— *™ " f *" id " TO " 1 ° tion " cheme P™*^ - 

58. (Currently Amended) A system cm uluim ed-kt The system of claim 1, wherein the system 
is extended to learn about the state of online markets by rnining information from current and 
past operations of similar online markets in order to devise differential strategies for various 

market segments, 

. 59. (Currently Amended) A jyo t om as cl ui m i xl i n J^mnUlf dabn U wherein said system 
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IS 



also used to provide tor implementing optimal inventory management. 



60. (Currently Amended) A ^ - n aa cl 0 im o ^ Ihg_ g yste m ^ claim 1, wherein the said 
syS tcm is integrated with an online electronic coupon fi enexation system to provide a complete 
system for issuing of redeemable electronic coupons. 

(51. (Currently Amended) A up tu rn an clnim nn i n The system of claim 1 , wherein tbw«d S 
generated market demand curve and said promotion scheme parameters are used to provide a 
data discovery service to a plurality of buyers in various market segments who use it for 
generating redeemable electronic coupons for their products or services. 



17 



09/686,641 



PAGE 17126 ' RCVD AT 612812004 3:01:26 PM [Eastern Daylight Tone] 1 SVR:USPTO-E FXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 » CSID:301 261 8825 « DURATION fmm-ss):0642 



